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The Institut Mathildenhöhe celebrates the 100th anniversary of the last major 
exposition of the Darmstadt Artists’ Colony presented shortly before the First World 
War with the exhibition “Toward the Light. The Artists' Colony Exhibition of 1914”. 
 
The exhibition, launched on 16 May 2014, exactly 100 years after the opening of the 
last Darmstadt Artists’ Colony exposition, brings alive the pre-war spirit of the 
Mathildenhöhe with outstanding achievements in architecture, painting, sculpture, 
applied arts, music, and dance with works by Albin Müller, Bernhard Hoetger, 
Elizabeth Duncan, Friedrich Wilhelm Kleukens, Emanuel Josef Margold, Arnold 
Mendelssohn, and Heinrich Jobst. Drawings, paintings, sculptures, jewelry and 
photographs from the Darmstadt Municipal Art Collection as well as valuable items 
on loan from public and private collections can be seen. They all bear witness to the 
unbroken optimism of modernity, which ruled in the Darmstadt Artists' Colony until 
the outbreak of the First World War. 
 
The 1914 Darmstadt Artists' Colony exhibition was the culmination of the pioneering 
cultural and economic promotion by Grand Duke Ernst Ludwig of Hesse in the spirit 
of the life-reform movement. This historical exhibition rounded off the still tangible 
overall image of the Mathildenhöhe as a place of architecture, fine and applied arts. 
Many of the surviving iconic elements were created for the 1914 presentation such as 
Bernhard Hoetger’s Plane Tree Grove, Friedrich Wilhelm Kleukens’ mosaic Kiss, his 
sundial and the portal decoration of the Wedding Tower, as well as Albin Müller’s Lily 
Basin, mosaic niche, and the Swan Temple. The original exhibition portal Lion Gate 
by Hoetger and Albin Müller has also survived and can be found in its new location 
close to the Mathildenhöhe. 
 
“Toward the Light. The Artists' Colony Exhibition of 1914” will be on show until 14 
September 2014. 
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